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The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

 

        2017. Пятница. 

                                       ,  

                                         . 

Vespers НА ВЕЛ ЦЕЙ ВЕЧЕ Н  

Blessed is the man. «Б      му » – 1-й     ф  . 

At Lord, I have cried, Tone 4, on 8: 

Forerunner 8 (When John was born); G: 

Forerunner (Today the lamp of the Light); N: 

Theotokion (Elizabeth conceived). 

Н         ,   зз  х:    х  ы         , 

глас 4-й –              х    –      ы . 

«     » –         ,       -й: «            

           …», «   ы  » –      ,          

  : «Е          з              у…».  

Reader:  In the 4
th

 Tone: Lord, I have cried 

unto Thee, hearken unto me. 

Choir: Lord, I have cried unto Thee, hearken 

unto me; hearken unto me, O Lord. 

Lord, I have cried unto Thee, hearken unto 

me; attend to the voice of my supplication, 

when I cry unto Thee. Hearken unto me, O 

Lord. 

Let my prayer be set forth as incense before 

Thee, the lifting up of my hands as an evening 

sacrifice. Hearken unto me, O Lord. 

 

Л  :         ,   зз   х   Т б  , у  ы ш  м . / 

   ы ш  м ,         . 

        ,   зз   х   Т б  , у  ы ш  м :      м   

     у м        м     ,             зз      м    

Т б  . /    ы ш  м ,         . 

               м        м   , /              

     Т б   , /   з         у у  м     / – 

                 . /    ы ш  м ,         . 

8 Stichera for the forerunner:    х  ы         ,      4,   м      ы: 

Stichos: Out of the depths have I cried unto 

Thee, O Lord, / O Lord, hear my voice. 

   гл            а               с        

   с       сл     глас м й. 

Tone 4: 

When John was born, he loosed the muteness 

of Zechariah, / for it was not fitting for the 

father to be silent / when the voice of the 

Word arrived. / But since, when the priest had 

not believed in the beginning,  / his tongue 

was bound, / so, when John appeared, he set 

his father free. / To him was announced and 

born the voice of the Word, / the forerunner of 

the Light, // who prayeth for our souls. 

(Twice) 

Р з  ш       х        м               й   

      ,    б         б  ш     у  м       , 

   ш   шу      у,    ,                   шу 

          зы      з  ,             шу            у  

   б        ./ Ему      б            ,    

                                        , м       

 уш  х    ш х. (     ы  

Stichos: Let Thine ears be attentive, / to the 

voice of my supplication. 

 а                         мл    гла с  

м л      м  г  . 

Tone 4: 

When John was born, he loosed the muteness 

of Zechariah,   …. 

Р з  ш       х        м               й   

      ,  … 
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Stichos: If Thou shouldest mark iniquities, 

O Lord, O Lord, who shall stand? / For 

with Thee there is forgiveness. 

         а        а           с      

   с            с                      

           с  . 

Today the voice of the Word / looseth the 

voice of his father, / which was restrained be-

cause of his unbelief / and showeth forth fruit-

fulness to the Church, / loosing the bonds of 

his mother's barrenness. / The lamp of the 

Light cometh forth; / the splendor of the Sun 

of righteousness announceth His coming, / for 

the edification of all // and the salvation of our 

souls. 

                 ,      , з           

      мый,   з  ш              Ц               

б          ,    у зы                з  ш    

м       .                                ,  

з                   ы   з           ш          

    з          х              уш    ш х. 

Stichos: For Thy name’s sake have I 

patiently waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul 

hath patiently waited for Thy word, / My 

soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

  м     а        г               ,    с    , 

            а  м      сл          , /     а  

   а  м     а    с   а. 

When the Word of God wished to be born of 

the Virgin, / His angel, the highest of the 

prophets / and greatest born of women, / 

issued forth from elderly loins; / for it was 

fitting that the beginning of divine things be 

most glorious: / one, an offspring produced 

past the age of fertility, / and the other, a 

conception accomplished without seed. / O 

Thou Who workest miracles for our salvation, 

// glory be to Thee! 

Б           у х     у        ы          ,  

А                   х            х     ,  

       й           ых      м               

    ы шш й:      б  ш  б  Б          ых 

     й          ым бы           м,     м   

   з                  б з    м    з       .  Т     й 

 у                      ш ,          Т б  . 

Stichos: From the morning watch until 

night, from the morning watch, / Let Israel 

hope in the Lord. 

   с  а                           с  а    

              а     а       а  л   а 

   с   а. 

Today the great forerunner, the greatest of all 

the prophets, / hath appeared, issuing forth 

from the barren womb of Elizabeth, / and 

there is none like unto him, / nor hath any 

other such arisen; / for the all-luminous Light 

followed the lamp of the forerunner, / the 

Word followed the voice, / the Bridegroom 

followed the bridal attendant, / who maketh 

ready an excellent people for the Lord, / 

cleansing them beforehand with water in the 

Spirit. / He is the offspring of Zechariah, / the 

good child of the wilderness, / the preacher of 

repentance, the cleanser of sins, / who an-

nounceth to those in hades the resurrection of 

the dead, // and prayeth for our souls. 

                    й          ,             ых 

        Е              зш   ,  б    й    х           

       ,            ,             :                , 

           у,                          ый,         у – 

      ,                у –      х,           му 

                  з     ы                 у     

 у          ,    х           з б          у  ы    

   б               ,                        ,  

               ш    й,   у   м         

б         у  й  з м     ых               м       

 уш  х    ш х. 

Stichos: For with the Lord there is mercy, 

and with Him is plenteous redemption; / 

And He shall redeem Israel out of all his 

iniquities. 

          с   а м  л с      м   г       г   

   а л     , /     й    а        а  л     

 с       а     й eг  . 
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Thou wast shown to be a prophet and fore-

runner / from thy mother's womb, / O John, 

baptizer of Christ, / leaping up and rejoicing 

within her / when thou didst behold the 

Queen, / bearing the Timeless One Who was 

begotten of the Father without mother, / 

coming to her handmaid and to thee, / who 

shone forth from a barren woman and an 

elderly man // according to God's promise. 

П                    з у    бы             ,  

                            ,           

    у              м       ,  з   Ц     у, 

   ш   шу     б  ,        у  Б з        ,    

      б з м      ,      б  ,            ы    

            б            з     ш му.// Т     

м       м          у ш     ш . 

Stichos: O praise the Lord, all ye nations; / 

Praise Him all ye peoples.  

  ал        с   а  с      ц , / П   ал     

 г    с  л     . 

O all-glorious wonder! / He who did not 

believe the word of the angel, / who said that 

Elizabeth would conceive and bear a son,— / 

saying: "How can such a one give birth? / For 

I am stricken with age, and her womb is with-

ered up."— / and was condemned to muteness 

for his unbelief, / today beholdeth the promise 

fulfilled. / His silence is broken, / and he 

entereth into gladness, crying: / "Blessed art 

Thou, O Lord God of Israel, / for Thou hast 

visited and wrought deliverance for Thy 

people, // granting the world great mercy!" 

 ,               у                  у А       

           ый,          у,       з       

Е                    ы   ,         :             

      ,  з      з з м      х       ы  у      

ум      ш        у    ый   м        з  

                з           м   б           , 

м           з   ш   ,              х     ,  

б           , –       , –         , Б   

 з       ,                           зб         

     м      м,         й м              

м       . 

Stichos: For He hath made His mercy to 

prevail over us, / And the truth of the Lord 

abideth forever. 

             с  м  л с    г    а  ас      

  с   а   с             а          . 

O all-praised John, apostle to the whole 

world, / gladsome message of Gabriel, / 

offspring of the barren woman, / goodly scion 

of the wilderness / and true friend of Christ 

the Bridegroom: // Entreat him, that He have 

mercy upon our souls. 

           х       ,              й          ,  

            б                ,            ы  

   з б     ,     у  ы       б               ,  

           й   у        х          ,   Т     

м       м            уш  м    ш м. 

Glory... tone 6:  ла  а   ц                   м       . 

        ,       -й: «                       …» 

Tone 6: 

Today the lamp of the Light, / like a radiant 

star, / goeth before the coming of the Word of 

God. / Today the tongue of Zechariah is 

loosed, / which the angel had commanded to 

keep silent. / For it was thus fitting for the 

father to hold his tongue in silence / for him 

who issued forth from the barren womb / and 

with great boldness //proclaimeth the 

deliverance of all the world. 

                               у             

   ш        Б            ,       з  з    

        ,          х        зы   у       ,  

м                , А     у         шу,  

    б  ш  б           у          м        м 

х       ,     зш   ш  з у    бы         ы   

         м      зб         б         у         

   з        м м     м. 

Both now...               с                    .  м    . 
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     ,            : «Е          з              у…». 

Same Tone:  

Elizabeth conceived the Forerunner of grace, / 

and the Virgin conceived the Lord of glory. / 

Both mothers kissed each other, / and the babe 

leapt up, / for within her womn the servant 

praised the Master. / And the mother of the 

forerunner marvelled and cried out: / 

“Whence is this to me, that the Motehr of my 

Lord should come to me? / May He who hath 

great mercy   save a despairing people ”. 

           з              у б         ,        

                 ы,                 б  м      ,  

  м          зы      ,    у    б    б х     ш  

В   ы  у./        ш      , м                 

              :     у  у м     ,          

         м                 м                

              ы     м   й        м       . 

Deacon: Wisdom! Aright!       :    му       ,        . 

 

Priest's prayer for the small entrance.                       м  ый  х  . 
Entry;  

O Gladsome Light; Entrance. 

Вх  .      м      .      м            – 3. 

Deacon: Let us attend. 
      : В   м м. 

Priest: Peace be unto all.     й:        м. 

Reader: And to thy spirit. Ч   :    у х        му . 

Entrance, the prokeimenon of the day.        м        

On Thursday evening, the 6th Tone: 

My help cometh from the Lord, Who 

hath made heaven and the earth. 

Stichos: I have lifted up mine eyes to 

the Mountains, from whence cometh 

my help. 

В                 ,       : 

   м    м               ,          ш    

   б    з  м  . 

   х: В з     х      м          ы, 

      у               м    м   . 

http://documents.ocanwa.org/documents/DailyStichera/06_June/06-24.pdf 

3 Readings. /     м            – 3. 

Three Readings      м   : 

Deacon: Wisdom.       :    му        

Reader (in the center of the church): The 

Reading is from the book of Genesis. 

Ч                     : Бы            . 

Deacon: Let us attend.       : В   м м. 

Composite 10 (Genesis 17:15-17, 19,; 18:11-

14; 21:1-8) 

  з      1 , 1 , 21:  
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Reader: And God said to Abraham, Sarai thy 

wife-her name shall not be called Sarai; Sarah 

shall be her name. And I will bless her and 

give thee a son of her, and I will bless him, 

and he shall become nations, and kings of 

nations shall be of him. And Abraham fell 

upon his face, and spake in his mind, saying: 

"Shall there be a child to one who is a 

hundred years old, and shall Sarah, who is 

ninety years old, beareth" And God said to 

Abraham: "Yea, behold, Sarah thy wife shall 

bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name 

Isaac; and I will establish my covenant with 

him, for an everlasting covenant." And 

Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in 

days. And Sarah laughed within herself, 

saying: "The thing hath not yet happened to 

me, even until now, and my lord is old." And 

the Lord God said to Abraham: "Why is it that 

Sarah hath laughed in herself, saying: 'Shall I 

then indeed bear? But I am grown old.' Shall 

anything be impossible with the Lord?" And 

the Lord God visited Sarah, as He said, and 

the Lord did to Sarah, as He spake. And 

Abraham circumcised his son on the eighth 

day, as the Lord God commanded him. And 

Abraham was a hundred years old when Isaac 

his son was born to him. And Sarah said: "The 

Lord hath made laughter for me, for 

whosoever shall hear shall rejoice with me." 

And she said: "Who shall say to Abraham that 

Sarah suckles a child? For I have borne a 

child in mine old age." And the child grew 

and was weaned, and Abraham made a great 

feast the day his son Isaac was weaned. 

Ч   :       Б   А     му:      ,            ,    

             м   й      ,           бу       м  

 й. Б                ,     м   б           

     ,   б             ,   бу         зы   ,   

        зы             зы  у .         А     м    

           м,           мы          й:      

        у           ы           ,              

     у   ,                  Б   А     му:  й,    

      ,            ,          б    ы   ,   

       ш    м   му        .        у  з      

  й     му    з            . А     м      

                 ш          х. В з м          

           б  ,           :    у м  бы          

    ы   ,              м й     .         

         Б   А     му:            з м      

           б  ,           : у б           у    

    у   Аз            х  . Е         зм      

   Б                 ?                Б           

     у,                .  , з     ш ,       

А     му  ы               ,                  му  

         Б  .  б   з                   мы й, 

       з          му           Б  .   А     м 

б  ш         ,       бы     му        ,  ы      . 

               :  м х м                    Б  . 

     б       у  ы ш  ,      у     м  .        : 

      з        А     му,            м          

              ,           х                     

м   й?     з              ,                 м  

         .            А     м у           

      ,                             ,  ы      . 

Deacon: Wisdom.       :    му        

Reader (in the center of the church): The 

Reading is from the book of Judges. 

Ч                     :  у   й        . 

Deacon: Let us attend.       : В   м м. 

Composite 11 (Judges 13:2-8, 13-14, 17-

18,21) 

Reader: In those days, there was a man of the 

tribe of Dan, and his name was Manoah, and 

his wife was barren and bore not. And an 

angel of the Lord appeared to the woman, and 

said to her: "Behold, thou art barren; yet thou 

shalt conceive in thy womb and bear a son. 

But now be very cautious, and drink no wine 

nor strong drink, and eat no unclean thing. 

  з     ы 13:  

Ч   : В         ы бы    му             

       ,     м   му        ,              

       ы,            ш .          А      

                  ,             й:     ы 

       ы,                  м ш ,        ш  

 ы   .    ы      х       ,      й         

                                 .           ы 

               м ш         ш   ы   ,        з  

    зы            у      ,                 Б   у 
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For, lot thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 

bear a son. And there shall come no razor 

upon his head, and the child shall be 

consecrated to God from birth. And the 

woman went, and spake to her husband, 

saying: "A man of God came to me, and his 

appearance was as of an angel of God, 

exceeding bright. And he said: 'Behold, thou 

shalt conceive in thy womb, and bear a son. 

And now, drink no wine nor strong drink, and 

eat no unclean thing; for the child shall be 

consecrated to God from his birth even unto 

the day of his death. '" And Manoah prayed to 

God, and said: "O Lord, let the man of God, 

whom Thou didst send to me, come to us 

again, and enlighten us as to what we should 

do when the child is born." And the angel of 

the Lord came to Manoah and said: "Of all 

things concerning which I spoke to the 

woman, she shall beware. She shall eat of 

nothing that cometh of the vine yielding wine, 

and let her not drink wine or strong liquor." 

And Manoah said to the angel of the Lord: 

"What is thy name, that when what thou hast 

said will come to pass, we may glorify thee?" 

And the angel of the Lord said to him: 

"Wherefore dost thou thus ask after my name, 

whereas it is awesome?" And the angel of the 

Lord appeared no more to Manoah and to his 

wife. 

бу              з       .                ,         

му  у     му ,           :               Б    й 

           м  ,                ,               

А       Б              з    .        :       

            м ш         ш   ы        ы       

  й                                          , 

                Б   у бу              з        

              м          .     м              

Б   у,        :    м  ,         ,          

Б    й,                         м,             

у б                  ,             м           

         му  ?               А        

              :       х,   х        х       

     й,      х        ,          х         

          ,                                   

     .                   А     у          :     

  м                                      й, 

         м   .          му  А                : 

   у    ы      ш   ш    м    м            

      у    .                  му  А      

                                         . 

Deacon: Wisdom.       :    му        

Reader (in the center of the church): The 

Reading is from the Prophecy of Isaiah. 

Ч                     : П            

                . 

Deacon: Let us attend.       : В   м м. 

Composite 8 (Isaiah 40:1-5, 9; 41:17-18; 45:8; 

48:20-21; 54:1) 

Reader: Thus saith the Lord: Comfort ye, 

comfort ye My people, saith the Lord.  Speak, 

ye priests, to the heart of Jerusalem; comfort 

her, for her humiliation is accomplished, her 

sin is put away: for she hath received of the 

Lord’s hand double the amount of her sins.  

The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight 

the paths of our God.  O thou who bringest 

glad tidings to Sion, go up on the high 

mountain; lift up thy voice with strength, thou 

who bringest glad tidings to Jerusalem; lift it 

up, fear not.  I, the Lord God, I will hear the 

  з      40, 41, 45, 4 , 54:  

Ч   : Т                       : у  ш  й  , 

у  ш  й             ,           Б  . 

          ы,                    ы 

   у     му, ум           ,      ум        

 м            ,   з  ш     б     х     ,      

        з  у               у у б       ш      

     .                    у  ы   : у       й   

 у             ,      ы             з   Б   у 

   ш му. Н      у  ы    у  зы   , б         у й 

     у,   з ыш  й                    й, 

б         у й    у     му,   з       ,    

б  й    . Аз          Б  , Аз у  ы шу уб    х, 

 з       ,                 х. Н        зу    

                                     ,          
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poor of Israel and will not forsake them: but I 

will open rivers on the mountains, and 

fountains in the midst of plains: I will make 

the desert pools of water, and a thirsty land 

watercourses.  Let the heaven rejoice from 

above, and let the clouds rain righteousness: 

let the earth bring forth, and blossom with 

mercy, and bring forth righteousness likewise.  

Utter aloud a voice of gladness, and let this be 

made known, proclaim it to the ends of the 

earth.  Say ye: The Lord hath delivered His 

servant Jacob.  And if they shall thirst, He 

shall lead them through the desert; He shall 

bring forth water to them out of the rock.  

Rejoice, thou barren woman who bearest not; 

break forth and cry, thou who dost not travail: 

for more are the children of the desolate than 

of her who hath a husband. 

 у  ы       у         у у  з  м      

               ы  .      з              б  

  ы ш ,     б   ы                  у,    

  з       з м   ,         з  б    м       ,   

             з         у   .               

  з        ,   у  ы ш       бу    ,   з         

                з м   .           ,       зб     

           б                  ,              у  

   у  ы   ,           м     у  з    м   . 

В з         ,        ы             , 

               з    й,   б     ш  ,      м      

       у  ы        ,          му     му   . 

 

Litany of Fervent Supplication 

Vouchsafe, O Lord 

Litany of Supplication 

Е         у у б  :  

      б ,         :,  

Е                     : 

 

At Litia: Л     : 

At the Litya :  Forerunner (Ye mountains, put 

forth sweetness). 

Н           х  ы         ,      1-й. «     » – 

        ,      5-й: «                 …», «  

 ы  » – Б                   ый,            : 

«   м            …». 

Tone 1 

Drop down sweetness, O mountains, / skip like 

lambs, O hills, / for the Forerunner of the Lord 

Who shall dwell in our midst / has been born of 

Elizabeth / and has ended the silence of his father! 

/ Therefore let us cry aloud to him:   “O Baptist of 

Christ, intercede for the salvation of our souls ” 

   х  ы         ,      1,   м       ы: 

       й  ,     ы,          ,/   х   м ,           ы, 

 зы    й  ,/                 Е         / х    й   

   м                                   ,/ 

  з  ш   ый                     б з       ./ Т м   

мы       м  му :                       , м     

           уш  м    ш м. 

O Forerunner  of the Lord, O lamp of the Light, / 

O voice which heralds God, / first witness and 

martyr of Christ among the Prophets, / who 

intercedes on behalf of the world,// supplicate 

unceasingly that thy flock be saved unharmed! 

Б   з  м     ый     ,                   ,/ 

                    ,/        м 

                  ый,/      ый            х,   

м     м      у       й,//  з                    

  м    й,                 м . 

Thou wast a herald of the Lamb and Word of God, 

/ O John, Prophet and Forerunner, / foretelling 

future events and prophesying to the ends of the 

earth:   “Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes 

away the sin of the world,”   and grants to all great 

mercy ” 

П            бы       А      Б              ,/ 

                            ,/          ш  

бу  у                  ш        м:/    А      

Б    й,  з  м  й м        х  //         й    м 

       м       . 
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Glory... Tone 5:      5: 

 ла  а   ц                   м       . 

Elizabeth gives birth today  / to the last of the 

Prophets and first of the Apostles,  and she 

rejoices. / He is the earthly Angel and heavenly 

man; / the voice of the Word, the soldier and 

Forerunner of Christ, / who leaped beforehand, 

proclaiming the birth of the Sun of  

Righteousness. / Zachariah, who in his old age 

was astonished, / and who was subjected to silence 

as a discipline, / as father of the Voice, prophesies 

clearly:   “For thou, child, shalt be called the 

Prophet of the Most High, / and shalt go before 

Him to prepare His ways.”   Therefore, O Angel, 

Prophet, Apostle, Soldier, Forerunner, / Baptist, 

Herald of repentance, and Guide of the Light: / as 

Voice of the Word, ceaselessly intercede for us,// 

who faithfully keep thy memory! 

П                                     ,/ з м      

А         Н б                 ,/            ,        

          у          ,/     б        

     зы     ш   /              ш          

                         ы,/       Е          

        ,       у    ,/    у         х        

         ,/ м        ,      у зу  б       у, 

        ,/                                    у   

        йш :/  ы б ,        ,         Вы ш     

       ш   /            ш   у              Ему ./ 

Т  м  , А      ,         ,          ,/       , 

         ,/            ,                 

         ,              ,/                 ,       ,/ 

             м            ,//                х 

         м   . 

Both now... same tone:      5: 

              с                    .  м    . 

C2 Theotokion: Thou art the temple and portal, 

the palace and throne of the King, / O most 

honored Virgin, / through whom Christ the Lord, 

my Redeemer, / Who is the Sun of righteousness, / 

hath revealed Himself unto those who sleep in 

darkness, / deigning to enlighten those whom He 

hath fashioned in His image by His own hand. / 

Wherefore, O all-hymned one, / as thou hast 

acquired a mother’s boldness before Him,   entreat 

Him without ceasing, that our souls be saved. 

Б          :    м             , /           

         Ц     , /       В          , / Е     

 зб         м й,                  , /      м  

      м       , /          ый       ы, / 

            х    ,        з         б  зу     му  

 у           . / Т  м  , В        , /               

   з           Н му         ш  , /              

м     /            уш  м    шым. 

       , Б    ,       Т     

 

Aposticha: Forerunner (With psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs); G: Forerunner (Today is 

fulfilled); N: Theotokion in the Menaion 

(Behold Elizabeth). 

Н     х        х  ы         ,      2-й     

    м         м  . «     » –         , 

      -й: «        ы                 …», «  

 ы  » –      ,            : «В     

Е         …». 

 Стихиры Предтечи, глас 2, самогласны: 

Tone 2:  

With psalms, hymns and spiritual songs / let 

us praise the glorious John, / the prophet of 

the prophets, offspring of Elizabeth, / greatest 

of all born of women, / citizen of the desert: / 

and let us cry out to him: / O Baptizer and 

Forerunner of the Savior, / as thou hast 

Ч   :                                      ы  

   з б     ,            ых      м  

    ы шш     х,   у  ы                  , 

                       мы         м    

      м   ух    ым     х     м,             

  му :                                 ,       

 м       з        ,           м      м 

            ум                       м   
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boldness before Him because of thine honored 

nativity, / entreat Christ, that He grant peace 

to the world, // and great mercy to our souls. 

м   у      уш  м    ш м        м       . 

Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, / for He 

hath visited and wrought deliverance for 

His people. 

   х: Благ сл        с       Б г    а  л     

       с       с           а л      л    м 

     м. 

John the Forerunner hath come: / the voice of 

the grace of the Word, / the herald of the Sun, 

/ who was born on this day of a barren and 

childless woman,   according to God’s 

promise, / Rejoice, O ye people! / He is come 

to prepare for us the way of salvation, / 

Leaping up, he paid homage, while yet in his 

mother’s womb,   to the Lamb Who taketh 

away the sins of the world // and doth grant us 

great mercy. 

П            б                ,          

            ,        ый                       

б з     ы ,      б                          .  

Л     ,     уй    :          у           у   

  м          ,  Ему     ,  зы     , 

          ,             у  у         ,  А    у, 

 з  м    му    х   м                 му   м 

       м       . 

And thou, O child, / shalt be called the 

prophet of the Most High. 

           а                  г  

 а       с . 

He who was sanctified from his mother’s 

womb, / and was the fulfillment of the 

prophecy, / is born today of a barren woman, / 

manifestly proclaiming the coming of the 

Lord, saying: // Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand! 

      з        м                    

                  м            ,           

        ы            ,               ш        

                 ://      й    ,    б        б  

Ц        Н б      . 

Glory... Tone 8:       :  

 ла  а   ц                   м       . 

Today is fulfilled the saying of Isaiah the 

prophet / concerning the birth of the greatest 

of the prophets; / for he said: "Behold, I shall 

send mine angel before thy face, / who shall 

make ready thy path before thee." / This 

warrior of the King of heaven, running ahead, 

/ truly made the paths straight for our God, / 

being a man by nature, / but an angel in his 

life: / for, having utterly preserved his purity 

and chastity, / he possessed them by nature; / 

and avoiding that which is unnatural, / he 

struggled supernaturally. / Emulating him in 

his virtues, / O ye faithful, let us all pray, // 

that he make entreaty for our souls to be 

saved. 

        ы                           б    ш    

                                       :     

б , –      , –        А                   

     м Т    м,       у          у   Т  й      

Т б   .    й у б , Н б        Ц          , 

        ,                у      ы       ш  

   з   Б   у    ш му,           у б           м, 

А               м  ый,        у  б             

    му              ,   м  ш  у б     

       у ,  б                з          ,        

               з     .  Т му ,            , 

  б         м       б     ,  м             

м    м  ,                    у ш     ш . 

Both now...               с                    .  м    . 

Behold Elizabeth, who said to the Virgin 

Mary: / "Whence is this to me, O Mother of 

my Lord? / Thou bearest the King, I the 

warrior; / thou the Law-giver, I the upholder 

      Е                                  у:  

       ш            м  ,                

м        Ты Ц          ш ,    з       .  Ты 

            ,    з з                ./ Ты 
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of the law; // thou the Word, I the voice which 

proclaimeth the kingdom of heaven!" 

      ,    з     ,                Ц        

Н б      . 

Then, Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart 

Trisaglon through Our Father. 

Т   , Ны       у    ш   

  Т        .           ш: 

 

(at Vigil) Forerunner (O prophet and Forerunner) x2; O Theotokos and Virgin x1. / По Трисвятом –                 , 

     4-й       ы ,   «Б              …»         ы . 

At the blessing of the loaves, the troparion of 

the Saint, Tone 4:   

Н  б             х  б       Т       м, 

                ,      4-й       ы ,   

«Б              …»         ы . 

troparion of the Saint, Tone 4: 

O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of 

Christ, / we who honor thee with love are 

unable to extol thee worthily; / for by thy holy 

and august birth / the barrenness of thy mother 

and the speechlessness of thy father were 

loosened, // and the incarnation of the Son of 

God is proclaimed to the world.  

Т                 ,      4: 

Л  :                         ш        

         ,        й      х           

    ум   м мы,   б        у       :  

            б       ш            б з        

  з  ш            ым        ы м      м 

          м,                 ы    Б      

м                у    .       ы  

And ‘O Theotokos and Virgin, rejoice’, once. 

O Theotokos Virgin, rejoice! O Mary, full of 

grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou 

among women, and blessed is the Fruit of thy 

womb; for thou hast borne the Saviour of our 

souls. 

«Б              ...»         ы ,      4: 

Л  : Б                ,     уй  ,  Б            

      ,            Т б   :  б             Ты   

     х    б                        Т      ,   

                        уш    ш х. 

 

(at Great Vespers)   Troparia:    Т       м –    

- If it is one of the great feasts, we sing the 

Troparion of the feast thrice. 

- If it is a Sunday coinciding with some other 

feast, we sing the resurrectional troparion 

once, then Glory to the Father, then the 

troparion from the Menaion, then Both now 

and ever, then the appointed Theotokion.  

- Е          з       х    з          м 

           з           ы. 

- В  убб  у       ,              у  й 

   з        м         ый         

       ы, з   м      , з   м          з 

     ,          ы     Б          .  

troparion of the Saint, Tone 4: 

O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of 

Christ, / we who honor thee with love are 

unable to extol thee worthily; / for by thy holy 

and august birth / the barrenness of thy mother 

and the speechlessness of thy father were 

loosened, // and the incarnation of the Son of 

God is proclaimed to the world.  

Т                 ,      4: 

Л  :                         ш        

         ,        й      х           

    ум   м мы,   б        у       :  

            б       ш            б з        

  з  ш            ым        ы м      м 

          м,                 ы    Б      

м                у    .  
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Glory… Both now…  

Theotokion, same tone:  

The mystery hidden from all ages / and 

unknown to the ranks of Angels, / hath been 

revealed to those on earth through thee, O 

Theotokos: / God being made flesh in a union 

without confusion, / and willingly accepting 

the Cross for us / hath through it raised the 

first-formed man, / and thus saved our souls 

from death. 

Б          ,        й  :  

Е             у        /   А      м 

        м            , / Т б   , 

Б          ,  у   м    з м           Б  , /   

         м                      м , /   

                               м, /   м   

                з        , /           

 м       у ш     ш . 

 

http://documents.ocanwa.org/documents/DailyStichera/06_June/06-24.pdf 

Matins 

At God is the Lord, Tone 4; Troparia: 

Forerunner x2; G/N: Resurrectional 

Theotokion, Tone 4 (The mystery hidden). 

НА  Т ЕН  

Н  Б          :–                 ,      4-й 

      ы . «     ,    ы  » – Б           

        ый,            : «Е           …». 

troparion of the Saint, Tone 4: 

O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of 

Christ, / we who honor thee with love are 

unable to extol thee worthily; / for by thy holy 

and august birth / the barrenness of thy mother 

and the speechlessness of thy father were 

loosened, // and the incarnation of the Son of 

God is proclaimed to the world.  

Т                 ,      4: 

Л  :                         ш        

         ,        й      х           

    ум   м мы,   б        у       :  

            б       ш            б з        

  з  ш            ым        ы м      м 

          м,                 ы    Б      

м                у    .       ы  

Glory… Both now…  ла  а   ц                   м          

            с                    .  м    . 

E3 Theotokion, (once) same tone:  

The mystery hidden from all ages / and 

unknown to the ranks of Angels, / hath been 

revealed to those on earth through thee, O 

Theotokos: / God being made flesh in a union 

without confusion, / and willingly accepting 

the Cross for us / hath through it raised the 

first-formed man, / and thus saved our souls 

from death. 

Б                   з ,        й  :  

Е             у            А      м 

        м            ,   Т б   , Б          , 

 у   м    з м           Б  ,              м 

                     м ,                  

                  м,     м              

     з        ,              м       у ш  

   ш . 

After each Kathisma, the sessional hymns of 

the saint:  

  ф змы 19-    20- .  

   ы         .        ы         :     
     ы . 
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sessional hymns         ы          : 

Tone IV: Spec. Mel.: "Joseph marveled ...":  

Now the fruit of Zacharias, the adornment of 

the desert, the foundation of the prophets, hath 

sprung forth, bringing gladness noetically to 

the thoughts of the faithful; wherefore, the 

forerunner of Christ hath appeared, the true 

witness of His coming. With spiritual songs 

let us together cry out to the Baptist: O 

prophet and preacher of the truth, pray thou 

that we be saved! 

                  ,      4,      б  :           

     ф": 

Ны       з б     м   х                       

  зу м   мы          ых,   у  ы      у   ш        

                  ,     м                   

                                   ш        Е   ./ 

 ух    ым  у б        м                        

  з     м:                                  ы, 

м                 м. 

Glory... Both now…   ла  а   ц                   м       .   

            с                    .  м    . 

Tone VIII: Spec. Mel.: "Of the Wisdom ...":  

O all-praised John, thou wast truly and most 

gloriously born as the herald of the coming of 

Christ, the chief of the prophets; and, as the 

voice of the Word, thou didst cry out: 

"Repent! The kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 

Wherefore, having prepared the way of the 

Lord, thou wast shown to the ends of the earth 

as the forerunner of grace. O baptizer and 

apostle, entreat Christ God, that He grant 

remission of transgressions unto those who 

celebrate thy holy memory with love. 

                  ,       ,      б   

    му       ": 

             ш                ,            

             ,/               у,         

   х       ,                 з  ,/  ,           

        ый,  зы         :/      й    , 

   б        Ц        Н б      ./ Т  м  , 

у        ый  у             , б          

                             м./               

         , м             Б           ш    й 

                     //     з  у   м 

  б          у      м         . 

 

Polyeleos,  

and magnification: 

Priest: We magnify Thee, / O John, forerunner 

of the Savior, / and we honor thine all-

glorious birth // from a barren woman. 

       й.  

В                 : 

 ух        : В       м   ,/                   

       ,       м                      

                            . 

Choir: We magnify Thee, / O John, forerunner 

of the Savior, / and we honor thine all-

glorious birth // from a barren woman. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He 

hath visited and wrought deliverance for 

His people. 

We magnify Thee, / O John, forerunner of the 

Savior, / and we honor thine all-glorious birth 

// from a barren woman. 

And hath raised up a horn of salvation for 

us in the house of His servant David. 

Л  : В       м   ,/                   

       ,       м                      

                            . 

Благ сл        с       Б г    а  л         

  с       с           а л      л    м 

     м. 

В       м   ,/                          ,    

   м                                  

                . 

              г с ас       ам     м   

 а               а     г  . 
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We magnify Thee, / O John, forerunner of the 

Savior, / and we honor thine all-glorious birth 

// from a barren woman. 

Glory... Both now...  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Glory to Thee, O 

God.  Twice 

В       м   ,/                          ,    

   м                                  

                . 

 ла  а   ц                   м          

            с                    .  м   . 

А    у   ,      у   ,      у   ,          Т б  , 

Б    .       ы  

Priest:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Glory to 

Thee, O God. 

We magnify Thee, / O John, forerunner of the 

Savior, / and we honor thine all-glorious birth 

// from a barren woman. 

 ух        : А    у   ,      у   , 

     у   ,          Т б  , Б    .  Е      ы  

В       м   ,/                          ,    

   м                                  

                . 

 Е        м     : 

After the Polyeleos, the sessional hymn of the 

saint: 

                   ,  

Tone VIII: Spec. Mel.: ''That which was 

commanded ...":  

Let the father rejoice. Be glad, O mother, for 

today thou hast given birth on earth unto a 

prophet, the forerunner summoned by God by 

the promise. The barren woman nurtureth the 

Baptist as a babe, and Zacharias rejoiceth, 

saying to the infant: "My tongue hath been 

loosed by thine advent on earth, O 

candlestand of the Light! A miracle truly all-

glorious!" (Twice) 

                  ,       ,      б  : 

            ": 

Ч   :        у          , м    ,   з         ,  

                 з м                      , 

Б   з                 у     б       .  

Н      ы м                            ,   

    у       х     ,          му         :  

  з  ш      зы   м й      м    ш       м    

з  м  ,                              .   

В        у  у              !       ы  

Glory… Both now…   ла а         

 Б                ,            : 

«Б         м Т         …». 

Theotokion: We ever thank thee, O pure 

Theotokos who art full of grace, and we 

magnify and bow down before thee, hymning 

thy birthgiving and crying out without 

ceasing: Save us, O almighty Virgin, in that 

thou art good, and rescue us from the dread 

sentence of the demons at the hour of trial, 

that we, thy servants, may not be put to 

shame. 

Б           : Б         м Т         , 

Б          ,           м, Ч      ,   

         м  ,                         Т    , 

Б           ,                      :         

   ,       В  м          ,      Б      ,    

   м       х                          ш     

         ы      ,              м  м  ,   б   

Т    . 

The Hymn of Degrees, the 1st antiphon of 

Tone 4. 

Choir:  From my youth / do many passions 

        , 1-й     ф   4-        .  

 

Л  :             м      м   з  б      м  
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war against me; / but do Thou Thyself defend 

/ and save me, O my Savior. 

 Ye haters of Zion / shall be shamed by 

the Lord; / for like grass, / by the fire shall ye 

be withered. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, / 

and to the Holy Spirit, / both now and ever, / 

and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

 In the Holy Spirit, / every soul is 

quickened, / and, through cleansing, is exalted 

and made radiant / by the Triple Unity in a 

hidden sacred manner. 

        ,       м м  з   у              ,        

м й. 

 Н                  ,       м          

        ,              б       м   бу      

 з   хш . 

           у     ы  у         му  у ху   

 ы                               . Ам    .  

 

     ы м  у х м          уш           ,  

              з ыш      ,               

Т   й     м          м,            й  . 

 

       м             Е         : 

Prokimenon in Tone 4: 

 

And thou, O child, shalt be called the prophet 

of the Most High. 

Stichos:  Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, for 

He hath visited and wrought deliverance for 

His people. 

      : В  м м.    му          м м, 

     м  ,      4:    ы,        ,          

Вы ш            ш   . 

Л  :    ы,        ,          Вы ш     

       ш   . 

      : Б                     Б    з       , 

                         зб              м 

     м. 

Л  :    ы,        ,          Вы ш     

       ш   . 

      :    ы,        ,/  

Л  :           Вы ш            ш   .. 

 В        ых      

GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE, § 3 [LK. 1: 24-25, 

57-68, 76, 80] 
Е                  :  Л ., з  . 3:  

Priest:  And after those days his wife 

Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five 

months, saying, Thus hath the Lord dealt with 

me in the days wherein he looked on me, to 

take away my reproach among men. Now 

Elisabeth's full time came that she should be 

delivered; and she brought forth a son. And 

her neighbors and her cousins heard how the 

Lord had showed great mercy upon her; and 

they rejoiced with her. And it came to pass, 

that on the eighth day they came to circumcise 

the child; and they called him Zechariah, after 

    й: В      х     х з      E        ,       

  х       ,       ш    м          , 

          :            м                        

   ,            з                ш      м      

         х. Е  -                          м  

         й,          ы   .     ы ш ш          

   у       у         ,        з              

         м                    :          ху     

    .   бы         мы й     ,        ш  

 б   з           ,          ху     м   м       

    ,   х     .           ш  м         ,      : 

  ,                        .      ш      й:      
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the name of his father. And his mother 

answered and said, Not so; but he shall be 

called John. And they said unto her: There is 

none of thy kindred that are called by this 

name. And they made signs to his father, how 

he would have him called. And he asked for a 

writing tablet, and wrote, saying, His name is 

John. And they marveled all. And his mouth 

was opened immediately, and his tongue 

loosed, and he spake, and praised God. And 

fear came on all that dwelt round about them; 

and all these sayings were noised abroad 

throughout all the hill country of Judea. And 

all they that heard them laid them up in their 

hearts, saying: What manner of child shall this 

be? And the hand of the Lord was with him. 

And his father Zechariah was filled with the 

Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: Blessed 

be the Lord God of Israel; for He hath visited 

and redeemed His people. And thou, child, 

shalt be called the prophet of the Highest. And 

the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and 

was in the deserts till the day of his showing 

unto Israel. 

                              м,      

              м   м   м.     м    ху    у  

    ,            бы х               .         ш  

     у,        ,         :        бу       м  

 му .    у   ху      .      з  ш       у     

       б      зы      ,           ш  б           

Б    .   бы          х     х    у   х         

 х,         й          у   й   й         м  

б  ху                  .          ш      

  ы ш  ш                  м,           :     

у б               бу         у              б    

   м.     х                             у х  

      ,                 ,         : б            

         Б    з       ,                         

 зб              м      м.    ы,        , 

        Вы ш            ш   ,     ы   ш  б  

          м          м, у           у    Е   . 

                 ш           ш     у х м,   б  

   у  ы   х                            

 з      . 

 
                    в …    п    я. 

Psalm 50;  

G: Through the prayers of the Forerunner and 

Baptist John; N: Through the prayers of the 

Theotokos; Have mercy on me, O God; Sticheron 

of the Forerunner in the Menaion (He who was 

sanctified). Save, O God, Thy people. 

   50-м     м :  

«     » – «       м                   

       ,                             …». 

   х            ,      2-й: «     з        

м                …»   м.       х            . 

Tone 6  

Choir:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

Through the prayers of the Forerunner, / O 

Merciful One, / blot out the multitude of our 

transgressions. 

      : 

Л  :  ла  а   ц                   м       ./  

        м                             , 

                                         ,  

          ,           м               ш    й 

   ш х. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

Through the prayers of the Theotokos, / O 

Merciful One, / blot out the multitude of our 

transgressions. 

              с                    .  м    ./  

        м  Б         ы,            , 

          м               ш    й    ш х. 

Have mercy on me, O God,/ according to Thy 

great mercy;/ and according to the multitude 
of Thy compassions// blot out my 

transgression. 

  м   уй м , Б    ,            й м        

Т    й,       м        у         Т    х   
        б зз        м   . 
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And this sticheron: Tone 2:    х             ,      2 : 

He who was sanctified from his mother's 

womb and was the fulfillment of the 

prophecy, is born today of a barren woman, 

manifestly proclaiming the coming of the 

Lord, saying: "Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand!" 

      з        м                    

                  м            ,           

        ы            ,               ш        

                 :        й    ,    б        б  

Ц        Н б      . 

Then the Litany: “Save, O God, Thy 

people…”       , Б    ,       Т    … 

http://documents.ocanwa.org/documents/DailyStichera/06_June/06-24.pdf 

The Canon 

Forerunner (1st canon) 8 Holy Great John, Forerunner of the 

Lord, pray to God for us.  
Forerunner (2nd canon)  6 Holy Great John, Forerunner of the 

Lord, pray to God for us.  
Irmos: O Thou who wast born of the virgin. (according to the 

Typikon, the Irmos of the first canon is sung twice, the Irmos 
of the second canon is omitted).  
Katavasia: I shall open my mouth. 

     ы:  
         1-й      м   м         м  ы    

     ы    2-й     . 

Б б  й           «   м          …». 

          «     зу у    м  …». 

Ode I,       1. 

Canon I, the composition of John the Monk, with 8 

troparia, including its Irmos, in Tone IV:  

Irmos, Tone 4: O Thou Who wast born of 

the Virgin, drown Thou, I pray Thee, the 

three parts of my soul in the depths of 

dispassion, as of old Thou didst drown the 

mounted captains of Pharaoh, that in the 

mortality of my body, as on a timbrel, I 

may chant a hymn of victory. (2) 

     ый                 ,      4: 

Л  :   м  :      4.    с а               

Р     йс                с  а с       

гл                  а с              

м л  с     а                 м а         

 м    л        л с                 с     

      . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

The offspring of the barren woman manifestly 

proclaimeth the birthgiving of the Virgin, 

preceding the Sun like a magnificent dawn. 

And he now shineth forth the light of piety 

and grace upon the whole universe. 

     у     б          ,         

         й,          ы     з б      

                      ы           ,      й 

 ы             й              м 

             б              б         . 

(2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

"Truly art thou called the prophet of the Most 

High; for thou goest before the face of Christ, 

to prepare the way for the Creator!" Zacharias 

crieth out to thee, his son, borne up by the 

most Holy Spirit, O all-praised John. 

П       Вы ш                     ш   ,  

         ш  б            м        , – 

          б  ,  ы  у,            х       ,   

 у х м   х             ы м      м, –  у   

у                    . (2) 

http://www.saintjonah.org/services/kattheot.htm
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Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Hearing the words of Gabriel's divine news, 

Zacharias showed himself to be intractable, 

and was stricken with muteness; but he is 

suddenly loosed therefrom, for John the 

Forerunner, the voice of the Word, hath been 

born. 

       ы             х        ы ш  ,          

Б             ,                  ,/   

м        м   у        ,   ш            з   у 

        :        б                ,        

         . 

O most holy Theotokos, save us. П  с   а   Б г      ц   с ас    ас. 

Theotokion: O most immaculate Theotokos, 

thou godly city of the King of all, habitation 

well-pleasing unto God, precious treasure: 

preserve thine inheritance, which ever praiseth 

thee and honoreth thy birthgiving with faith. 

Б           :      Б    й, В        

Б                     ,                    ,/ 

Б                         ,   х      

           Т    ,//            х          Т    

  у                       Т    . 

Another Canon, the composition of Andrew, 

with 6 troparia, in Tone IV: 

В     й                 ,      4: 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

The silence of the father is a symbol of the 

mysteries of the Scriptures of the law; for 

when grace arrived Moses fell silent. For it 

was fitting that all fall silent in the presence of 

the treasure of wisdom which was revealed. 

М                 з                     б  з 

            .    б ,    ш   ш  б         , 

      й ум     :       б  ш  б ,    му        

         у      шу  ,    м м       . 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

While the priest was censing in the temple, an 

angel from on high stood before him and cried 

out: "I am come unto thee bearing news of a 

strange birthgiving, O elder! For thou shalt 

receive from the barren woman the baptizer of 

Christ as your offspring." 

                у           у, А               

  ы ш ,       :                      

б           ,        х,   б        ,        :   

     м ш  б                              , 

                     . 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

"Wherefore dost thou marvel, O elder? Why 

standest thou, refusing to believe the one who 

telleth thee these things? For he is an angel, 

even if he is in the semblance of a man, be 

thou therefore mute until the time of the birth 

of the voice of the Word!" 

Ч   у             ,           Ч  ,        у , 

     ш ,           му   б          А      б  

           й,          б  з                .   

Бу      м у б         м ,                     

             . 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 
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He who made the silence of Zacharias a 

symbol of the written law hath thereby shown 

me to be a preacher of repentance who cry 

out: He giveth unto the barren woman a son 

who is the voice who crieth. 

     м           х       , м         

           б  з з     у           му      м 

    з    м                          з  у   ,   

                           ,           у   й 

 ы   . 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

 ла  а   ц                   м       . 

O the all-glorious pronouncements of the 

Forerunner of Christ! He who, even before he 

was wrapped in swaddling bands, recognized 

Him who hath loosed our bonds and sanctified 

the nations, is born today of Elizabeth and 

looseth the voice of his father. 

 ,          ых      й                       

    ,                  з            ы    ш  

  з   шш            ы       ш ,        ,    

Е                  ,   з  ш        у      . 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

              с                      ам    . 

Theotokion:  Thou art the habitation of God 

and the noetic ladder whereby God hath 

descended and, taking form, hath led our 

nature up to the heavens. Thee do we all 

praise as the mediatress of our salvation. 

Б           :   , Б       м            

мы      у          у,              Б     , 

   б      ,    ш  у б   у           Н б     

  з     ,                               у 

   х      м. 

Katavasia, Tone 4: 

I shall open my mouth, / and it will be filled 

with the Spirit, / and I shall utter my words 

to the Queen and Mother: / I shall be seen 

radiantly keeping feast // and I shall 

joyfully sing of her wonders. 

          ,      4: 

Л  :           с а  м         а   л   с  

    а     сл          г    а   ц  Ма          

  л  с   с    л       с             с      

 а    с            са . 

Ode III 

Irmos, Tone 4: Not in wisdom, nor in power, 

nor yet in wealth do we boast, but in Thee, 

O Christ, Thou hypostatic Wisdom of the 

Father; for none is holy save Thee, O Thou 

Who lovest mankind. (2) 

      3. 

Л  :   м  :      4:    м     с       

с  л        га  с   м   а л мс               

          с а с    М     с        с       

  с      с      а           Ч л     л     . 

(2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

The birthgiving of the Master is accomplished 

through the Virgin, while that of His beloved 

servant is through an elderly and barren 

mother; wherefore, Wonder of wonders! he 

goeth on before unto splendor. 

    ы     у б         ы      ш       

         ,       б     б  з             ы   

        ы  м      :           у            у б  

 у     у     . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

The elderly and barren woman kisseth the                   ы     у           бз    , 
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Virgin Mother, truly recognizing her 

birthgiving, for the bond of her barrenness 

hath been loosed by the will of God. 

  з    ш                          ,        

  з  ш       у з             Б          ым 

х       м. (2) 

O most holy Theotokos, save us. П  с   а   Б г      ц   с ас    ас. 

Theotokion:  O thou who gavest birth unto 

God incarnate without having known 

wedlock, make me steadfast who am beset by 

the assaults of the passions; for I have none 

other helper than thee, O all-pure one. 

Б           :       у  б       Б     

                 ш ,          й          

 бу      м    м  у       :         б , 

          ,    з   Т б     м      ы. (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Elizabeth, who before was barren, prefigured 

Thy Church of the nations, O Christ, and, 

giving birth most gloriously, she showeth 

forth as most fertile that which once was seen 

to be barren. 

          ,                ы  у   ,        , 

Ц        Т         б     ш ,          зы  ,/  , 

     ш            ,           зу    

м         у//        ы      шу           . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Making straight the ways of the Lord and 

preparing His path, O prophet and herald of 

Christ, thou didst show men the fruits of 

repentance and didst teach them the way of 

life. 

Пу    у б                     ,    з   

   у        ,                   ы      з    

              м      з     му   у          

 у   ,                                    . (2) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

 ла  а   ц                   м       . 

Dancing today, Elizabeth holdeth thee in her 

elderly arms, O Forerunner, and crieth out, 

uttering the praise: None is as holy as Thou, O 

Lord our God! 

          ,               ,          , 

         ,      б      х          ш х     

       , х         :             ,        Ты, 

         Б       ш. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

              с                      ам    . 

Theotokion:  O all-holy Theotokos, thou didst 

loose the grief of our first parents, giving birth 

to the Creator of life and Deliverer for us. 

Him do thou earnestly entreat, that thy flock 

be saved. 

Б           :  П           з  ш                 , 

           м      ш  ,                

 зб        ,   Е     ,            Б          , 

          м                    у Т   му . 

Katavasia, tone 4:  O Theotokos, / thou living 

and plentiful fountain, / join thy singers unto 

thyself in a spiritual choir,  / and strengthen 

them, and in thy divine glory / vouchsafe unto 

them crowns of glory. 

          ,      4: Т                ы, 

Б          , /    ы й     з       ый 

          , /       б        у    ш  , 

 ух      у       , /   б           й Т    й 

       /              ы       б . 

Small Litany Е        м      
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After Ode 3, Sessional Hymns of the Forerunner 

(When He was born); G: Forerunner (Like the 

radiant sun); N: Theotokion (By thy divine 

birthgiving). 

   3-й       –                 ,       -й. 

«     » –                    ,      4-й, «  

 ы  » – Б                ,            . 

Sessional Hymn: Tone 8 Spec. Mel.: "That 

which was commanded ...": 

       ,       . 

     б  :              ": 

The Forerunner, the voice of the Word, 

splendidly loosed the voice of Zacharias when 

he was born, and he hath shown unto all the 

barrenness of the law, crying out: Repent, ye 

who are on earth, for, lo! Jesus cometh and 

hath appeared, desiring to deliver all from the 

primal curse, illumining them with baptism! 

Truly this is an all-glorious wonder! 

  х                      з  ш                 

        ,          ,    з                    м 

    з  , з  ы й:       й    ,  у        з м   , 

   б                      у  ,      х     

 зб               ы        ы,            

         м.// В        у  у              ! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

 ла  а   ц                   м       . 

Tone IV: Spec. Mel.:  Joseph marveled … :  

Like the radiant sun hath the son of Zacharias 

shone forth upon us through the womb of 

Elizabeth, and hath loosed the muteness of his 

father, crying out to all men with great 

boldness: "Make straight the way of the Lord! 

For He freeth and saveth those who have 

recourse unto Him." Entreat Him Whom didst 

thou preach, O John, that our souls be saved. 

                 ,   a  4,      б  : 

         ": 

                      ,  з        Е          

  з       м   х        ы ,/            з  ш   

б з       ,/      м      м      з         

м   з ,           , –       , –  у   

          ,/   б  Т й    б                  

Н му              .// Е                      , 

       , м                уш  м    ш м. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

              с                      ам    . 

Theotokion:  

By thy divine birthgiving, O pure one, thou 

hast renewed mortal nature which hath 

become corrupt in human passions, and hast 

raised up all from death to the life of 

incorruption. Wherefore, as is meet, we all 

call thee blessed, O all-glorious Virgin, as 

thou didst foretell. 

Б           ,   a  4: 

 б            , Ч      , Б          ым 

          м Т    м         ш              х 

з м       ых м            у           

  з                     м             у  

         .   Т  м   Т          у б     м    , 

                       ,                  

    . 

Ode IV 

Irmos, Tone 4: Seated in glory upon the 

throne of the Godhead, Jesus most divine is 

come upon a light cloud, and with His 

incorrupt arm He hath saved those who 

cry: Glory to Thy power, O Christ! 

      4.  

Л  :   м  :      4:      й   сла     а 

П  с   л  Б   с  а         лац  л  гц    

          с  с П       с      й  

   л        ла       с ас               

сла  а     с     с  л       й. (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 
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A mystery precedeth ineffable mysteries, 

proclaiming release from pain by a new 

disposition of nature, its correction and 

deification, O Christ. 

         з       ых     х                 

            м з                

              ,   б    з     з  ш      

     з        ,                  ,        ,   

 б       . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Isaiah prophesied that when the Son would 

become flesh, the Father would say: "Behold, 

I send before Thy face an earthly angel, the 

equal of the angels, who crieth out: Glory to 

Thy power, O Christ!" 

                 ы  у               , 

             х      му:  А       з м         

                  Аз    ы               м 

Т    м, з  у   :         ,        ,       Т    й. 

(2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

I have been born to serve the Master as a 

servant; for, lot for this reason have I come, to 

announce His coming, that the barren and 

elderly woman, putting forth fruit, may 

believe beforehand the birthgiving of the 

Virgin. 

  у     ,        б В   ы   ,      х  :        

б         х,         з            ш       ,   

            ы                у      , 

                     у              

   з  бш . 

O most holy Theotokos, save us. П  с   а   Б г      ц   с ас    ас. 

Theotokion:  The womb of the holy 

Theotokos, in whom it was Thy good pleasure 

to make Thine abode as in a fragrant dwelling, 

O all-divine Word of the Father, neither 

becameth corrupt nor suffered pain; for she 

gaveth birth to Emmanuel: God and man. 

Б           :          Б          ,   Н     

           б     з     ,          б           

  м,                  б            ,     

          у    б  ,      б    ,     б        

Емм  у    , Б       Ч        . 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Repentance was made accessible through thy 

nativity, O Forerunner and herald; for thou 

alone didst preach, crying aloud: Repent ye! 

The kingdom of heaven is at hand! 

П               з         м           м, 

                         .  Ты б        

                ,  зы    :        й    , Ц        

Н б          б       . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Virginity is established and chastity doth 

triumph; the desert rejoiceth, and the world 

holdeth festival in thy nativity, O Forerunner! 

         у                   му      

        у   ,    у  ы                 м   

    з  у             м      м,          . (2) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

 ла  а   ц                   м       . 

Elizabeth rejoiceth and Zacharias speaketh 

once again. Both, therefore, become young in 

               у    ,     х                   :   

  б  у б   б                        



22 
 

their old age and are made luminous through 

John the voice of the Word. 

        ым   б         м                . 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

              с                      ам    . 

Theotokion:  Of old, the lawgiver saw thee as 

the bush unconsumed by the fire, and Daniel 

envisioned thee as a holy mountain, O 

Mistress who alone art Mother and Virgin. 

Б           :         му   у   у  Т  

з               з             ,              

    у     у    м     ш ,                   , 

В   ы     . 

Katavasia, tone 4:  He Who sitteth upon the 

throne of Divinity / is come in a swift cloud, / 

Jesus most divine, / and with His incorrupt 

hand He hath saved them that cry: / Glory to 

Thy power, O Christ. 

          ,      4:      й          /    

          Б         /      б           , / 

           у      б          ый, / 

                   /   C      з  у    : / 

      ,        ,       Т    й. 

Ode V 

Irmos, tone 4: Now I shall arise, now I shall 

be glorified, now I shall be exalted, 

elevating the fallen human nature, which I 

received from the Virgin, to the noetic light 

of My divinity! said God prophetically. 

      5 

Л  :   м  :         с а             с   

      Б г            сла  л с         

     с  с     а   аг       м                

с        м  м       с  й М  г   Б   с  а . 
(2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

The earth hath given rise to the true herald, 

the voice who preacheth to all, with the 

tongue of the Spirit, the Son of the Virgin, 

righteousness from heaven which bendeth 

down to us in bodily substance. 

З м     з                                ,  

      ,    м                зы   м  у х , 

    ы  ы   ,         у,   Н б            

       у у                  . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

The Lord hath appointed thee the true 

luminary of Christ, enlightening all, clothing 

only those who are His enemies in shame, as 

in a garment, and forthrightly proclaiming the 

Word and Son of God. 

П                                            

         ,                   ,       ы 

               у      Ему ,         з  ,   

  у ,            Б              ы    

             . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

All creation rejoiceth in thy nativity in godly 

manner; for thou wast shown to be an earthly 

angel and a heavenly man, O Forerunner, 

proclaiming the God of heaven Who 

becameth incarnate for us. 

                          м           м, 

Б           :   ы б  з  м    А     , 

         ,   Н б    ый              з      

    ,   Н б        Б          з         м 

           . 

O most holy Theotokos, save us. П  с   а   Б г      ц   с ас    ас. 

Theotokion:  He Who is begotten of the Б           :     Т б                       
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Father is born of thee and is ever with thee: 

the ever-existing and indivisible Word, the 

only-begotten Son, Who, in the latter days, is 

incarnate of the Virgin and the Holy Spirit. 

 ый,    Т б           ,               у      

      з        ,       ы  Е         ый,     

                   ы Т  й               

              у х . 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

O Sun of righteousness, Thou hast prepared a 

star, Thy baptizer John, who today is born 

according to Thy promise and looseth the 

voice of his father. 

З  з у     у             ,       ы        ,  

            Т              ,       б        

                         ш      з   шш  

    . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Utter thou no words of protest, O sacred elder; 

for Gabriel, the foremost among the 

archangels, telleth thee the mysteries of God, 

recounting His descent unto us. 

        й,                      ,         

          ,           б              ,      ый 

   А х       х,   Б                           м 

Т                зу  . 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Be not unbelieving, O elder; for God doth 

promise that thou shalt beget a son in thine 

old age, in whose birth many shall rejoice, for 

he shall come with the power of Elijah. 

       ,          уй, Б   б   б        ,         

               ш   ы   ,                     

м   з    з    у    ,     й б                  

        . 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

 ла  а   ц                   м       . 

O prophet, herald and forerunner, offspring of 

the barren woman, preacher of repentance, 

lamb of the wilderness, and lampstand of the 

Light: pray thou for all who honor thee with 

faith. 

П       ,              ,          ,                ы 

   з б     ,    з                    ,  у  ы      

     ,                    ,       х м    ,   у   х    

      . 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

              с                      ам    . 

Theotokion:  We hymn thee, O Mistress, 

Mother of the Creator of all, as the impassable 

door, the bush unconsumed, and the 

unquarried mountain from whom was cut the 

Stone Who is He Who was incarnate of thee. 

Б           :                  х    му,   

 у   у          му,           му     у,    

          м    у       ,         з Т б   

         мый,          м, В   ы     ,       

   х Т      . 

Katavasia, Tone 4: 

All things were filled with awe / at Thy divine 

glory, / for thou, O Virgin who knewest not 

wedlock, / didst conceive in thy womb / God 

Who is over all, / and thou gavest birth unto 

the timeless Son; / upon all who sing thy 

praises / He bestoweth peace. 

          ,      4: 

Л  :       ш               /   б           й 

       Т    й: / Ты б , Н    у  б             , 

/  м             у    б          м  Б     /   

             Б з          ы   , /    м 

           м Т  / м              . 
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Ode VI 

Irmos, Tone 4: I have come unto the depths 

of the sea, and the tempest of many sins 

hath engulfed me; but as Thou art God 

lead my life up from the abyss, O greatly 

Merciful One. 

       : 

Л  :   м  :      4: П           гл       

м  с    ,           ла м   с         м   г   

г                   Б г     гл                

       м й  М  г м  л с    . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

While yet in thy mother's womb, as a prophet 

thou didst recognize the Word of God, and, 

deified by light unapproachable, thou didst 

utter theology in that dark chamber, 

employing her tongue. 

Б              з         ,             ,   

м       й у    б ,/  ,       зы    у     б   , 

б         ш       м         з ,    б     м  

      м Н      у   ым. (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

As the voice of one crying unceasingly, O 

Baptist, cease thou never to entreat the 

Deliverer of the world, that He loose the 

spiritual barrenness of those who hymn thy 

nativity. 

  м      ,                     ,  зб         

м    ,            , м               й   

 уш         з  ш                     х       

          . (2) 

O most holy Theotokos, save us. П  с   а   Б г      ц   с ас    ас. 

Theotokion:  Thy womb, O pure Theotokos, 

was shown to be the dwellingplace of the 

unapproachable Godhead, and thereon the 

heavenly ranks cannot gaze without fear. 

Б           :        у       Б         

        , Ч      , Т     у    б        ,   

Б          ,            б з б   з   Н б       

         з          м   у . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Today John is born: the citizen of the desert, 

the preacher of repentance, the true witness of 

grace, the forerunner of the Word, the star 

which shineth before the Light. 

       у  ы   ый                   

          ,                           

б                             ,             

              у              з  з   . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Today, the axe which hath been forged, 

bodeth hewing for barren souls, planteth the 

fruits of the virtues, and cometh forth steadily 

in thy nativity, O forerunner. 

             ,         ш   ,            

             уш  м          ,               

    ы    б          ы ,       ы               

                м,          . 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Jordan hath rejoiced most gloriously and 

leapeth up, learning that John is born of the 

  з                                      , 

  у      ,            ы ш ,              



25 
 

barren one's womb; and the sea danceth with 

leaping waters. 

               ,   м           у        ы м  

        . 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

 ла  а   ц                   м       . 

Coming forth, the candle-stand of the Light 

preached the coming of the Savior, the Lamb 

of God, Who hath shone forth light upon the 

earth, offered spiritually for all nature.  

           ,           ш                ,  

           А      Б     ,       ,        

  з     ш    з м   ,                     

 ух                . 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

              с                      ам    . 

Theotokion:  O most immaculate Theotokos, 

who gavest birth to the Abyss of mercy: 

drowning the abyss of my passions in the 

depths of thy compassions, grant me a torrent 

of tears from my soul. 

Б           : Б  з  у м             ш  ,  

        й м   х б  з  у  у               

Т    х         ш ,    у  у     уш            

м     з, Б                 В             . 

Katavasia, Tone 4: 

Celebrating this divine and most honoured 

festival of the Mother of God, / come, ye 

divinely wise, / let us clap our hands / and 

glorify God Who was born of her. 

          ,      4: 

Л  : Б                                  

     ш          з       ,   б   му     , 

Б   м      ,            ,  у   м           м,   

   Н         ш      Б           м. 

Small Litany Е        м      

After Ode 6, Kontakion (She that was formerly 

barren) and Ikos of the Forerunner. 

    -й       –                       ,      3-й. 

Kontakion, in Tone III: Spec. Mel.: "Today 

the Virgin ...":  

Today she who before was barren giveth birth 

unto the forerunner of Christ, and he is the 

fulfillment of all prophecy; for, laying his 

hand in the Jordan upon Him Whom the 

prophets foretold, he hath been shown to be 

the prophet, herald and forerunner of the 

Word of God. 

                 ,      3,      б  :        

      : 

               ы                         у 

        ,      й                           

            :  Е      б         ы           ш ,  

                      у  у         ,          

Б                    ,             ,   у      

         . 

Ikos:  Let us now praise the forerunner of the 

Lord, to whom Elizabeth gaveth birth for the 

priest through her barren womb, though not 

seedlessly; for Christ alone passed through an 

inviolate dwelling without seed. The barren 

woman gaveth birth unto John, but did not 

beget him without the aid of her husband; but 

the pure virgin gaveth birth to Jesus through 

the overshadowing of the Father and the Spirit 

of God. The prophet, herald and forerunner 

was revealed through the barren woman to the 

Seedless One. 

     :    х     м  ы              

        у,                   у Е          

       з                 ых,       б з 

   м   :           б         м          

    й        х    м  б з    м   ./         

       ы      , б з му                     ,  

   у      ,          м          у х  Б     , 

            Ч      .   Н  Б з   м    му 

                  ы            

            ,   у               . 
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Ode VII 

Irmos, Tone 4:  The three youths in 

Babylon, putting to mockery the tyrant's 

command, cried out amid the flame: 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our 

fathers! 

      7: 

Л  :   м  :      4:              

 а  л         л      м      л     а    йс    

   л          с       ла м               

 лаг сл       с       с        Б         ц 

 а    . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Before, all of human nature was in darkness, 

O forerunner; but thou wast shown to be the 

dawn, crying out: Blessed art Thou, O Lord 

God of our fathers! 

Б  ш             м             з м       ых 

         ,            ,     у    ,       ,         

    :   б                ,         , Б           

   ш х. (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Thy nativity through the barren woman hath 

healed all afflicted nature, O forerunner, 

teaching it to chant: Blessed art Thou, O Lord 

God of our fathers! 

   у      ш                        ,          

           ы                  ,    у    ш  , 

         ,      :   б                ,         , 

Б              ш х. (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Thou wast born of a barren woman, O 

forerunner, for, since the law is barren, grace 

hath truly come, chanting unto Christ: Blessed 

art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers! 

Р            ,          ,            ы ,  

        б             , з     у 

          у  у, б         ,      у        :   

б                ,         , Б              ш х. 

O most holy Theotokos, save us. П  с   а   Б г      ц   с ас    ас. 

Theotokion:  O blessed Virgin, pray for us 

who beseech thee; for on thee do we set our 

hope, and to thee to we cry out: O Mistress, 

disdain not thy servants! 

Б           :       Б              , м       

   , м      х Т ,     Т  б  у      м       

Т б         м:   В   ы     ,        з     б    

Т    х. 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Falling mute for a time, Zacharias made plain 

his silence by writing; and, provided again 

with speech through thy nativity, O 

forerunner, he most gloriously announceth the 

grace of the Spirit. 

З х     , ум              м ,   з       м         

        м   ,                ,           м 

     м,          ,    у х  б            з        

          . 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

The most honored Elizabeth, that barren and 

childless woman, is like unto the Church: that 

which before was bedimmed with sacrifices 

             б            ы б з       , 

Е                     ,               у б   у    

    б м           м           ,    ы       
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and ordure now boasteth in beauty and birth 

giving. 

х              б                  м. 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Today the spiritual axe, whereby all the 

uprisings of the passions are hewn down, is 

honed at the nativity of the forerunner; and the 

fruits of repentance mystically flourish. 

П                   м                         

 ух      ,                                й 

 зы       ,      й                      ы  

         . 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

We honor thee, O John, as the mediator 

between the old and the new testaments, the 

one who maketh straight the paths of Christ 

Who cleanseth the threshing-floor of 

transgression with the winnowing-fan of the 

Spirit. 

         х              х          ,          ,    

   з                        ы,   

                 ш    й  ум     ух       

        ,         м,        . 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

 ла  а   ц                   м       . 

We all hymn the glorious John who issued 

forth from the barren woman, the forerunner 

and preacher of repentance, who hastened 

before the Sun, Christ our God, like a star. 

                 м     ш   ,        м Б    м 

   ш м,                  ,        з  з у , 

        у                                  м 

   ,            ы     ш   ш   . 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

              с                      ам    . 

Theotokion:  O Virgin Theotokos, cease thou 

never to pray in behalf of all unto Him Who, 

without seed, made His abode within thy 

womb, Who, in His ineffable and utter 

humility, was born and beggared Himself for 

our sake. 

Б           :           Т    ,      , 

б з   м           ш   ,         ш    з  

   з                       м       ,       

      б      ш           х м          

       й, Б          . 

Katavasia, Tone 4: 

The divinely wise youths worshipped not a 

creation rather than the Creator, / but manfully 

trampling the threat of fire underfoot, / they 

rejoiced, chanting: Blessed art Thou, / the all-

hymned Lord and God of our fathers. 

          ,      4: 

Л  : Н      у   ш         Б   му      /       

  з    ш   , /   ,                     

му              ш , /        ху  ,       : / 

       ый                   Б  , б            

    . 

Ode VIII 

Irmos, Tone 4: O almighty Deliverer of all, 

descending into the midst of the flame 

Thou didst bedew the pious and didst teach 

them to chant: Bless and hymn the Lord, ye 

works! 

      8: 

Л  :   м  :      4:    а     л   с   

 с с  л        с       ла м    

 лаг    с    а       с            с  л  с    

   а    л  с             с    ла   

 лаг сл           й      с   а.  (2) 
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Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Moses the lawgiver was a servant, but Jesus is 

the God of the new covenant; and now the 

forerunner hymneth both, as mediator 

between them, saying: Bless the Lord, all ye 

works of the Lord! 

З                 б б  ш        й,    у      

– Б           Н      ,   ы        б   х 

               ,      х      й:            , 

б                               . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

A turtle-dove hath issued forth from the 

womb of the barren one! Like a divinely 

planted grove hath she offered the forerunner 

of Christ unto the Church, and chanteth: All 

ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord! 

    у                            ,      

б               уб     ,   ы             

Ц               у                       :       

     , б                               . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

O God-bearing people, holy nation, liken 

yourselves unto the turtle-dove of Christ and, 

abiding in chastity, chant ye with voices 

flowing with honey: All ye works of the Lord, 

bless ye the Lord! 

Б                 ,  зы       ,          

         й у     б         м          

      й  ,       му         у   :            , 

б                               . 

O most holy Trinity, our God, glory to 

Thee. 

П  с   а        ц   Б      а   сла  а      . 

Triadicon: Illumined with the threefold Light, 

let us worship the one uncreated Godhead, 

crying out in Orthodox manner with ceaseless 

voices: All ye works of the Lord, bless ye the 

Lord! 

Т      : Т          ым       м  з     м , 

Н   з        Е       Б        ,  

  м     ым  у  ы                       , 

      м:/           , б                       

        . 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Before thy birth, before thine own swaddling-

clothes, O forerunner, thou didst recognize 

Christ, the Bestower of life, Whom thou didst 

worship, and thou didst indicate Him out by 

leaping, naming Him thy Lord, borrowing thy 

mother's tongue to sing unto Christ our God. 

П з         ,          , Ему                

                                          

     х,           з        ,     зы      м  

    з              ,          Т             ,   

 з   м  з м м       й  зы                   , 

Б        ш   . (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

The ends of the earth celebrate the fore feast 

today; the angels and the souls of the 

righteous rejoice; the quick and the dead are 

gladdened by the birth of John, receiving 

through him the preaching of the Savior and 

    ы                            з  у  ,  

    у     А          у            ых,  

   у               , ум   ш           , 

      у      шу  ,        мш   м            

   х                . 
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Lord of all. 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Today the Jordan, likening itself to John, hath 

leapt up most gloriously in its fluid torrents, 

listening to him whose life is like unto that of 

the angels, who was born of a barren and 

elderly woman, who maketh straight the ways 

and paths of the Lord and hath baptized the 

world. 

П    б                у,         м    ым  

бы       м       ш            ,    ы ш  

       м                         м    

       ы         ы,                   у      

   з               м           ш   . 

We bless, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the 

Lord. 

Благ сл    м   ца         а        а г  

    а     с   а. 

Today Zacharias noted on a slate the name of 

the prophet and forerunner which was 

designated by God, and in his silence he 

declared: Let him be called John who is born 

to me in mine old age! This marvelous 

appellation befitteth one who was begotten 

according to God's promise. 

                 х                 м  

б                                   , м         

  зз   :                             й   м      

         .//      б            б        

     ш му             з      . 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

              с                      ам    . 

Theotokion:  Thy people, O Virgin, have thee 

as a mighty consolation, a hope unashamed, 

an unassailable rampart and divine 

intercession, and, saved, they glorify and cry 

out to thee earnestly: Bless the Lord 

unceasingly, all ye works of the Lord! 

Б           :         у  ш        

      ы   у        у,       у    б    му   

Б                                    Т     

  му  Т ,       Т         ,      ,  ,        м , 

з  у            :   б            ,           

         ,                      . 

Choir: We praise, we bless, we worship the 

Lord,/ praising and supremely exalting Him // 

unto all ages. 

Katavasia, Tone 4: 

The pious youths were saved in the furnace / by 

the birthgiving of the Theotokos, / then in 

figure, but now in deed, / and the whole world is 

moved thereby to chant unto Thee: / hymn the 

Lord, all ye works, and supremely exalt Him 

unto all ages. 

          ,      4: 

Л  :      м, б          м,          м   

          ,               з               

     . 

        б           ы                       

Б                                  у б  

 б  зу  м  ,    ы          й   у м  ,   

        у        з   з           Т б  :   

            й  ,      ,          з        Е       

         . 

               й Б        ы 

      : Б         у                          х 

  з       м.... 

More Honorable… Н  9-й          м «Ч     йшу ». 

Ode IX        9: 
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Irmos, Tone 4: In thee, O all-pure Virgin, is 

the hidden and ineffable mystery of God 

made manifest and perfect; for, in His 

loving-kindness, God took flesh of thee. 

Wherefore, we magnify thee as the 

Theotokos. 

Л  :   м  :      4:              Б      

                       с     а   с  

   с         а   с            П     с а    

     Б г             л    с   а 

м л с      .//    м           Б г      ц  

  л  а  м. (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Lo! the voice of the forerunner falleth upon 

barren and empty hearts, crying: Prepare ye 

now the way of Christ, for He shall come in 

glory, and, submitting ourselves, we magnify 

Him! 

                          ым    у  ы м 

                м        :   у            

 ы    у         ,                       ,   Ему    

     у      ,         м. (2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

As of old, O forerunner, thou didst through 

the Holy Spirit manifestly preach the Son, 

Who is the Lamb of God Who taketh away 

the sins of the world, ask thou remission of 

offenses for thy flock. 

                у х м        ы м      

                   ы   ,          , А      

Б     , м      з  м          х  ,        у 

    му       ш    й   з  ш              . (2) 

O most holy Trinity, our God, glory to 

Thee. 

П  с   а        ц   Б      а   сла  а      . 

Triadicon: Chanting in Orthodox manner, O 

ye faithful, let us glorify the threefold Unity, 

the consubstantial Trinity, Who illumineth us 

divinely and filleth our souls with the 

splendors of the never-waning light. 

Т      : Е      у Т          у , Т     у 

Е     у   у ,                     ,        , 

         м,  б                  з      у      

         м     з х    м           

          у   у ш     ш . 

O most holy Theotokos, save us. П  с   а   Б г      ц   с ас    ас. 

Theotokion: O thou who hast dominion over 

all creatures, grant the trophy of victory to thy 

people and set the feet of Orthodox hierarchs 

upon all heresies and schisms, that we may 

magnify thee as the Theotokos. 

Б          : В   м      ы      у     

         ,      м Т    м     уй   б   у 

         ,                                з  

        у:      Т       Б         у         м. 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Behold, in thee, O priest, hath God wrought a 

great and all-glorious sign; for thou begettest 

a son, the forerunner, in thine old age and the 

mortality of thy members. 

    б                             Б            

з   м    ,            :                б   ы    

     ум           у            ш          у. 

(2) 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Let barren women hearken and chant unto 

God! For, lo! Elizabeth crieth out: I give birth 

unto the son of mine old age and in the 

     ы ш          ы               Б    ,     б  

Е                 :                 ы         

ум           у                     у. 
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mortality of my members! 

Holy Great John, Forerunner of the Lord, 

pray to God for us. 

      й   л    й   а      П           

   с     л    с         м л   Б  га    ас. 

Be glad and rejoice now in God, O Zacharias! 

For, lo! Elizabeth nourisheth the son of her 

old age at her breast and in the mortality of 

her members giveth birth to the forerunner. 

         ,   х     ,       уй    ы      Б  з :  

   б  Е              ы                       

 ы           ум           у              

        у. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

 ла  а   ц                   м       . 

Glory to Him Who hath giveth fruit to the 

barren woman in her old age and hath 

bestowed upon the aged prophet a son, the 

divine forerunner, who prepareth for Him a 

perfect people. 

           ш му          й                  , 

      у          у  ы   ,            Ему        

     ш    ы,   Б                      у. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

              с                      ам    . 

Theotokion:  He Who was begotten in the 

bosom of the Father without passion and 

corruption, having made His abode within 

thee, in His lovingkindness hath led us to the 

Father and the divine Spirit. 

Б           :    Т           ,              х 

 ый          х         б з                    

             з  м              у    

Б           му  у ху. 

Katavasia, Tone 4: 

Let every earthborn man leap up 

enlightened by the Spirit, / and let the 

nature of the incorporeal minds hold 

festival / honoring the sacred feast of the 

Mother of God, / and let it cry aloud: / 

Rejoice, O most blessed one, / O Theotokos, 

thou pure Ever-Virgin. 

          ,      4: 

Л  :  с     м        й/  а    г а   с       м 

   с   а  м ,/  а      с              л       

 м     с  с    ,/      а      с          

     с     Б г ма     ,/    а        :/  а   йс , 

 с  ла     а ,// Б г      ц  Ч  с а  

П  с       . 

    9-й       «     й       »          .  

 Е        м      

 

 «              Б     ш»      з   ш     . 

                 : «                 …» 

      ы . «     ,    ы  » – Б           

     : «       ы           ш …». 

Exapostilarion: Spec. Mel.: "Hearken, ye 

women ...":  

Today the joyous birth of the forerunner 

looseth the grief of his father's muteness and 

                   ,      б  :     ы , 

у  ы ш   ": 

                                             

             ш          б з               ш   
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the barrenness of her who bore him. And he 

declareth the present joy and gladness. 

Wherefore, all creation doth celebrate it with 

splendor. (Twice) 

           ,    з                   у  

                   .// Т  м               

                 з  у  .       ы  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

 ла  а   ц                   м       . 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

              с                      ам    . 

in the same melody: The prophets preached, 

the apostles taught, and with godly wisdom 

the martyrs openly confessed thy Son to be 

the God of all, O all-pure one. With them we 

glorify thee, delivered by thee from the 

ancient sentence. 

Б          :        ы           ш , 

            у   ш     му      ы 

б   му        Т        ы   , Б          , 

               ш , Б        х,           .//   

   м     Т          м, Т б     зб     ш    

            у       . 

 «В       ых    …»   х      ы      мы. 

Praises, Tone 8: Forerunner 4 (O all-glorious 

wonder); G: Forerunner (The Forerunner, the star 

of stars); N: Theotokion (O Theotokos, thou art 

the true vine). 

Н  х      х    х  ы         ,       -й – 4. 

«     » –         ,       -й: «   з    з  з , 

         …», «   ы  » – Б          ,          

  : «Б         , Ты       з  …»   м. Ч       , 

Б           3-        . 

Choir: Let every breath praise the Lord. / 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, / praise 

Him in the highest. / To Thee is due praise, O 

God. 

Praise Him, all ye His angels; / praise Him, all 

ye His hosts. / To Thee is due praise, O God. 

Л  : В        ых         х               .  

                      б   ,  х        Е      

 ы ш  х.   Т б       б           Б   у. 

         Е                Е   ,  х        Е        

    ы Е   .// Т б       б           Б   у. 

Stichos: Praise Him for His mighty acts, 

praise Him according to the multitude of 

His greatness. 

Н  4.    х:   ал      г    а с  ла   г     

  ал      г      м     с      л    с     

 г  . 

O all-glorious wonder! / From a mother 

advanced in age / doth John, the proclaimer of 

God the Word / hasten to issue forth today, / 

and by his nativity / he most clearly showeth 

the bound tongue to speak. / O Thine ineffable 

dispensation, O Master, / whereby, O Christ, / 

save Thou our souls, in that Thou alone art 

merciful. 

 ,               у     !/  з           ы  

м      / Б                  з        ,/        

          зы           ,/     з   ый  зы   

     йш            м                   ./  , 

   з              Т        м        , 

В   ы   !/   м  ,        ,/         у ш  

   ш ,//                     . 

Stichos: Praise Him with the sound of 

trumpet, praise Him with psaltery and 

harp. 

   х:   ал      г      гла с         м   

  ал      г       сал        г  сл  . 

O all-glorious wonder! / The prophet who is 

the greatest / among those born of women / 

looseth the condemnation of his mother's 

barrenness, / coming with the spirit and power 

                 у        В         ых 

     м                  ы шш й  м          

              з  ш       у       ,       

 у х м             ш               у   
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of Elijah / to make straight the way of the 

Lord. / O Thine ineffable loving-kindness, O 

Master, / whereby, O Christ, / save Thou our 

souls, in that Thou alone art merciful. 

                     .   ,    з              

Т       б    у    б  , В   ы        м  , 

       ,         у ш     ш ,              

         . 

Stichos: Praise Him with timbrel and 

dance, praise Him with strings and flute. 

Н  2.    х:   ал      г       м а      л  ц    

  ал      г      с     а      га   . 

O all-glorious wonder! / He Who preached to 

men the condescension of Christ / with his 

voice doth indicate Him Who transcendeth all, 

/ and with power divine / looseth the 

barrenness of her who gave him birth / and the 

tongue of Zacharias. / O Thy great wonders, O 

Master! / Thereby, O Christ, / do Thou save 

those who honor Thy great forerunner. 

                 у                   ый 

                     м                 ы ш  

    зу       х Т           м         ш   

  з  ш                       Б              

    х        зы  .   ,        х Т    х  у    , 

В   ы        м   ,        ,            у     

Т                         у. 

Stichos: Praise Him with tuneful cymbals, 

praise Him with cymbals of jubilation Let 

every breath praise the Lord. 

   х:   ал     г      м ал   

     глас       ал     г      м ал   

  с л ца   .   с        а     а   ал   

  с   а. 

O all-glorious wonder! / the prophet and 

forerunner / is shown to be the greatest born 

of women, / and the most sublime prophet / 

and herald of the coming of Christ, / leaping 

up in his mother's womb. / O Thine exceeding 

great gifts, O Thou Who lovest mankind! / 

Thereby, O Christ, / save Thou our souls, in 

that Thou art almighty. 

                 у        В         ых      м   

                        ы ш           ,  

                 ы шш й       ш        

                з        ,       зы     ый    

у    б  м       .   , з            х Т    х 

         й, Ч          б       м   ,        , 

        у ш     ш ,        В        . 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

 ла  а   ц                   м       . 

Tone VI: The forerunner, the star of stars, 

John who longeth for God, is born on earth 

today from a barren womb, and he revealeth 

the radiance of Christ, the Orient from on 

high, for the straight passage of the faithful. 

      : 

   з    з  з ,                       ы  у    бы 

   з м                    ,         

Б             ый,            у         з    , 

          ы ш ,                  ых 

   х        . 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

              с                      ам    . 

Theotokion: O Theotokos, thou art the true 

vine which hast budded forth for us the Fruit 

of life. Thee do we beseech, O Mistress: With 

the holy apostles pray thou that our souls find 

mercy. 

Б          ,       : 

Б          , Ты        з            ,  

  з       ш     м             ,  Т б   

м    м  :  м      , В   ы     ,        ы м  

        ы     м          у ш     ш . 

After the Great Doxology: Troparion of the 

Forerunner; G/N: Theotokion (The mystery 

hidden). The two remaining Litanies, and the 

В                  .    Т       м – 

                ,      4-й. «     ,    ы  » 

– Б                   ый,            : 
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usual Dismissal of the day. First Hour.  «Е           …». 

troparion of the Saint, Tone 4: 

O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of 

Christ, / we who honor thee with love are 

unable to extol thee worthily; / for by thy holy 

and august birth / the barrenness of thy mother 

and the speechlessness of thy father were 

loosened, // and the incarnation of the Son of 

God is proclaimed to the world.  

Т                 ,      4: 

                        ш                 ,  

      й      х               ум   м мы, 

  б        у       :              б  

     ш            б з          з  ш      

      ым        ы м      м           м,    

             ы    Б      м       

         у    .  

Glory… Both now…   ла а        ... 

Tone 4: The mystery hidden from before the 

ages / and unknown even to the angels, / 

through thee, O Theotokos, hath been 

revealed to those on earth: / God incarnate in 

unconfused union, / Who willingly accepted 

the Cross for our sake / and thereby raising up 

the first-formed man, // hath saved our souls 

from death. 

Б              у        ый: 

     4: Е             у            А      м 

        м            ,   Т б   , Б          , 

 у   м    з м           Б  ,              м 

                     м    ,                  

              м,     м              

     з        ,              м       у ш     ш . 

 

Hours: Troparion: Forerunner; Kontakion: 

Forerunner 

 а  аса  –                          . 

troparion of the Saint, Tone 4: 

O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of 

Christ, / we who honor thee with love are 

unable to extol thee worthily; / for by thy holy 

and august birth / the barrenness of thy mother 

and the speechlessness of thy father were 

loosened, // and the incarnation of the Son of 

God is proclaimed to the world.  

Т                 ,      4: 

                        ш                 ,  

      й      х               ум   м мы, 

  б        у       :              б  

     ш            б з          з  ш      

      ым        ы м      м           м,    

             ы    Б      м       

         у    .  

Kontakion , Tone 3:   

She that was formerly barren giveth birth 

today to the Forerunner of Christ, / Who is the 

fulfillment of all prophecy; / for He Whom the 

prophets foretold is God the Word / Who hath 

appeared to the prophet, herald, and 

forerunner // when he laid his hand on Him in 

the Jordan. 

                 ,      3: 

               ы                         у 

        ,      й                           

            :  Е      б         ы 

          ш ,                        у  у 

        ,          Б                    , 

            ,   у               . 

 

Liturgy: Beatitudes on 8: From the canon of the 

Forerunner, 4 from Ode 3, first canon; and 4 from 

Ode 6, second canon. 

 а Л    г   б      ы         : 1-          

      3-  – 4       м   м ,   2-                

6-  – 4. 
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After the entrance: Troparia & Kontakia as 

in Appendix I, C. 

Prokimenon, Tone 7: The righteous man shall be 

glad in the Lord. 

Epistle: Rom. 13:11-14:4 (§112). 

Alleluia, Tone 1. 

Gospel: Luke 1:1-25,57-68,76,80 (§1). 

Communion Hymn: In everlasting remembrance. 

    х    –                  : 

В х  м           м   Б        ы –         

х  м ,                 . «     » –        

        , «   ы  » –        х  м . 

В х  м          –                 . «     » – 

               , «   ы  » – «                

х       …». 

     м  ,      у    й             –         . 

А         Е         –         . 

   м      .      ы                        

         23      . 
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